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Grand Valley State Colleges

Committee on Retention Begins Work
Student attrition is like the weather.
Everyone talks about it but no one does
anything about it. Many people at Grand
Valley have decided to try to do something about it, however.
A Committee on Retention has been
formed which has held its first meeting.
According to Ty Wessell, dean of student
development and chairman of the committee, one of their first jobs is to find
out who is dropping out of Grand Valley
and why . One of the things they plan to
do is to review all programs on campus

and determine how they affect a student's decision to remain at or leave
Grand Valley. "We want to help students
make decisions that are right for themselves. We want to encourage those who
should stay to do so," said Wessell, "but
not those who shouldn't be in college."
In addition they will look at the whole
subject of the student orientation program. They have reviewed such programs
throughout the country, says Wessell.
"We will probably advocate an orientation program that is different not only
from Grand Valley's previous program

but a radical departure from any other
orientation program in the country.
Rather than a one-shot approach, the program will follow students from the time
they are admitted until the end of their
first term. In this way we hope to spot
any problems or potential problems and
deal with them."
Any recommendations of the committee will go to the executive officers, the
Executive Committee of the All College
Academic Senate, or the Academic Coordinating Committee, as may be appropriate.

The other members of the committee
are: Reid Holland, assistant dean of College IV; Ava Arsaga, assistant dean of
Thomas Jefferson College; Daleene Menning, assistant dean of William James College; Mary Seeger and Charles Sorensen,
assistant deans of the College of Arts and ·
Sciences; Dan Gilmore, public relations
and communications officer; Richard
Mehler, dean of student life; Bruce Tweddale, assistant director of institutional research; Douglas Vance, program director
of community education; and Carl Wallman, of the admissions office.

Outstanding
Women To
Be Honored
The YWCA of Grand Rapids is sponsoring a Recognition Celebration to be
held on February 25 at 8 p.m. honoring
outstanding women in the greater Grand
Rapids area. Marilyn Chambers, director
of the Grand Rapids Center, urges Grand
Valley faculty and staff to nominate
Grand Valley women, or women from the
Grand Rapids area, for recognition. The
deadline for nominations is January 28 .
Please contact her at 451-0731 before
that time for more information.
According to Chambers, some of the
areas in which women are making a difference are government, business, agriculture , communications, education, the
arts, sports, religion, labor, health, community service, race relations , women's
rights, politics, and law, and it is important that they be recognized for their activities.

Broom· ball is just one of the activities scheduled for Winter Fest, to be held on campus Monday, January 24, to Saturday, January
29. Other events sch eduled are downhill and cro ss country ski races and log pulling contests. Winter Fest is sponsored by the housing office and the athletic and recreation departments.

Coffee Prices on the Up and Up
In the past six months, a news item
which has literally been on everyone's tips
is coffee. Anyone who has gone shopping
for groceries has probably emerged in a
catatonic state from the coffee aisles and
headed for the library to look up "Alternative Caffeine Substitutes" or "How to
Survive a Morning Without the Bean."
The coffee price increase grinds everyone
who needs a cup to be able to function in
the morning.

After 18 months of holding the line,
Saga Food Service has succumbed and
will have to raise prices on coffee on campus. Saga's cost per pound of coffee has
risen 242 percent in the past 16 months,
and every indication ·is that it will continue to do so, at least until the demand falls
off.
To keep the price increase at the minimum, Saga has decided to offer a smaller
size cup. So , if you buy a cup of coffee

on or after the 17th of January at one of
the on-campus snack bars, it will be a
smaller cup for a higher price.
The change in size and price is as follows: Before: 8-ounce cup-15 cents plus
tax; 12-ounce cup-20 cents plus tax.
After: 6-ounce cup-19 cents plus tax;
10-ounce cup-29 cents plus tax. If Saga
had stayed with the 8- and 12-ounce
sizes, their new prices would have been
24 and 33 cents respectively.

Community
Ed Offers
'Credits'
Employers in many businesses and industries urge their employees to attend
courses, conferences, or workshops in the
hope that they will perform their jobs
more knowledgeably and efficiently. Until recently, however, there was no mechanism to recognize and appraise attendance at such activities.
Now there is. Called the Continuing
Education Unit (CEU), it is defined as
"ten contact hours of participation in an
organized continuing education experience under responsible sponsorship , capable direction, and qualified instruction."
Grand Valley's Community Er.ucation
Division now also awards CEU's for approved non-credit learning activities. A
CEU Review Committee has been set up
to review proposed programs.
More information and details are available from the Community Education Office, extension 5 65.

WSRX Changes Program Format
A radical change in format has increased the program predictability (and possibly audience appeal) of WSRX-FM, Grand
Valley's public broadcasting radio. The
new system, which is now becoming effective, consists of blocking programs into categories such as drama, jazz and
rock, and broadcasting representatives of
t hese types at fixed times during each
week.
The decision to change from a more
flexible (or chaotic) system of programming was reached collectively by the station's staff, according to Dale Woodbeck ,
WSRX-FM's general manager. " The staff
consists of everyone who works here, and
they generally approved of the change."

Dale said. "So far it's working out ten
times better than the old method." There
was no precise system to plot program
time in the past.
The new system of block scheduling
does not limit the variety of programs
featured by the station, but simply confines them to certain time periods. For
example, WSRX plays rock music daily
from 12 noon to 2 p.m., from 2 to 5 p.m.
it plays soul music, and from 5 to 8 p.m.
it broadcasts softer, " dinner hour" selections.
Other changes at the station are more
or less parallel with new scheduling procedures.
The station has significantly increased

its overall news and information coverage,
especially as pertains to Grand Valley.
School, local, national and world news
can now be heard daily at 10:30 a.m., 12
noon, 8 p.m., and 10:30 p.m. A regular
feature hour will be aired Monday through
Friday at 5 to 6 p.m. It will carry special
news events, plus poetry and ot her entertainment .
Other regular programs include "What's
Happenin'," which provides information
on concerts, local pub music and movie
theatres. It is found at 7:15 a.m., 3:30
p.m. and 11 p.m. seven days a week. Will
Urban and Dale Woodbeck host "Week in
Review," which covers the complete
range of music and news, including the

sub-feature "Sane Views of the World."
It plays on Sunday evenings from 5 until
8 p.m.
This Sunday, January 23, "Week in
Review" will eulogize the late Senator
Phil Hart. On the following Sunday, January 30, the intriguing case of Walter
Bergman, a Grand Rapids resident and
former Freedom Rider in the civil rights
movement who is suing the FBI for neglect in injuries he received at the hands of
Southern racists, will be examined in
depth, also on " Week in Review."
WSRX-FM is a non-commercial radio
station. It carries all of Grand Valley's
basketball games - both home and away.
It is located at 88.5 on the FM dial.

Colleges
Cooperating
Two items of passing interest that recently crossed our desk were the following:
In Ohio, public and private colleges and
universities have established a code of
ethics that pledges member institutions to
provide accurate information on their
programs and services in a manner that
" does not detract from other instit utions" of higher education. Warren Bennis, president of the University of Cincinnati and president of the Ohio InterUniversity Council, called adoption of the
code "an outstanding example of cooperation by the higher education institutions
in Ohio serving the best interests of all,
particularly students."
And at the University of Virginia faculty members of the College of Arts and
Sciences have voted to raise the grade
point average for students qualifying for
the dean's list from 3.0 to 3.4, out of a
possible 4.0, next fall. It was estimated
the change will reduce the number of
students on the list by half, and that only
about 20 to 25 percent of the students
will receive the honor under the new requirement. Last spring 55 percent of the
6,827 st udents in the college were named
to the list. At Grand Valley State st udents need at least a 3.5 GPA and must
carry 15 hours in order to qualify for the
dean's list.

Resident Students
Given the Edge

Record Winter!
No one who has to travel to Grand Valley every day will have difficulty believing that this has been one of the coldest,snowiest winters on record. In fact, it is predicted that Lake Michigan will freeze over for only th e third time in sixty years. The snow provides
lovely scenes but coping is something else.

Campus Parking

Such Language!
This column is about none or nothing.
More precisely , it is about the use of the
word "none."
For years I have been hearing persons
say- or seeing them write- "none are."
There are few instances in which this usage is acceptable. "None are" is to be
used only if the none is to agree with a
plural that follows. For example: None
are certain where they will go.
But if it is clear that "none" refers to a
single being or thing, it should be used
with a singular verb, as in: None of us has
a right to dictate usage to others. "None"
in this ins,tance is merely a contraction of
"no one" or " not one."
The habit of saying "none are" when
the "is" should be used may be blamed
on that childhood jingle about the ten little Indians , which , you will remember ,

Abuses Prevalent

ends with : "And then there were none."
In this instance there was none left.
This reminds me of an early editor of
the Chicago Tribune who insisted that
the word "news" was plural. He once dispatched a reporter to Peoria to see what
the reporter could dig up there. After
four weeks of silence from Peoria, the
editor wired the reporter: " No news in
Peoria?" The reporter wired back : " Nary
a new."
The use of "none" to mean "nothing"
is becoming increasingly prevalent. That
usage is acceptable, but hardly to be recommended. Often on the Buck Matthews
weather report on WOTV one may see on
the screen this line: "Snowfall : None."
Nary a snowflake, I suppose.
j erry Elliott

To the Editor:

I am concerned about the misuse of
on-campus parking space reserved for
handicapped people. During the past
twelve weeks I have observed increasingly
regular use of t his space by non-handicapped faculty members. Such action,
though probably not malicious, is inconsiderate and unthinking. I urge t hose who
are inappropriately using such space to
consider the inconvenience and possibly
more severe consequences to those entitled to use of handicapped parking.
Nam e wit hheld upon request
The Forum will publish anonymous letters if the identity of their authors is
known to the editor.

Students who commute to college do
not learn as much , develop as fast, or last
as long in college as students who live on
campus. This is the conclusion reached by
Arthur W. Chickering in his recent book,
Commuting Versus Resident Students:
Overcoming Educational Inequities of
.Living Off Campus, published by JosseyBass, Inc. To overcome the gap, he proposes a program of short-term residential
experiences , use of programmed learning
material, and development of orientation
centers, among ot her things , for the commuting students (two out of three fulltime students today _are commuters).

Grand Valley Forum
Editor: Clarice Geels
Managing Editor: Martha Kiander
The Grand Valley Forum is published
on Monday of each week when classes
are in session during the fall, winter,
and spring terms. All material sh ould
be sent to the editor in the Communications Office, Manitou Hall, Grand
Valley State Colleges, Allendale, Michigan 49401. Telephone : 895-6611 ,
extension 222.

Law School
Admissions
Evening
Getting into law school these days is
not a simple thing. For that matter, getting into almost any graduate school
these days is not easy what with the large
number of applicants for the small number of openings and the difficulty of getting a job after graduation.
The Pre-law Society at Grand Valley is
a student organization of about 30 students. Its advisors are Ricardo Meana, a
lawyer who is also director of the School
of Public Service, and William Baum, of
CAS's political science department. The
society is sponsoring a Law School Admissions Evening on Monday, January 24.
At that time interested pre-law students
can learn about admissions policies and
other information from representatives
from four Michigan law schools.
Speakers for the evening are Deans
Martindale of the University of Michigan
Law School and E. Littlejohn of Wayne
State University Law School and Professors Elizabeth Manganello of the University of Detroit Law School and Paul
Jason of Cooley Law School in Lansing.
In addition pre-law advisors from Calvin, Hope, and Aquinas Colleges have
been invited to attend. The event, which
is open to anyone interested in attending
law school, is scheduled for 7 to 10 p.m.
in Conference Rooms D, E, and Fin the
Campus Center.

Channe/35
Highlights
Player of the Week
PETERMAN AT WORK-----Paul Peterman (42), Grand Valley 's outstanding junior cen ter, mak es it look easy as he leaps high to pull
in a rebound again st Shaw College of Detroit. Th e 6-6 Peterman is Grand Valley's leading scorer, and last we ek was named Great
Lakes Conf erence Player of the Week. Looking on is teammate Sid Bruinsma (24) . Grand Valley had little trouble with Shaw , rolling to a 97-72 victory in the semi-finals of th e Spring Arbor Classic.

How Good Are the Lakers?
How good is Grand Valley State's basketball team?
There are some people on campus who
say this is the best basketball team Coach
Tom Villemure has ever put together,
Others like to argue that the 197 2-7 3
GVSC team featuring Fred Roh, Jeff
Lende, Kim Griffin & Co. was the best
ever.
According to the latest Dunkel Rating
Service (National statistics firm), the
1976-77 Lakers are ranked No. 14 in the
country for Division II, or small-college
basketball teams . Grand Valley has a 53.2
rating on the Dunkel charts, which it
shares with Norfolk State, Virginia, and
Nicholls State University in Thibodaux,
Louisiana.
The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga leads all small-college teams with
a 60.2 rating.
Led by 6-6 junior center Paul Peterman of Muskegon and 6-7 senior forward
Sid Bruinsma of Holland, the Lakers are

off to a phenomenal start this season. The
team set a school record with a nine-game
winning streak last week. Only the 197172 team got off to a better start. They
had a 14-1 record at one point during
Villemure's first season at Grand Valley
and finished 20-6.
Some people point to the fact the
Yugoslavian trip in September put the
Lakers at least a month ahead of some of
their opponents. Villemure is the first to
admit that the trip helped in preseason
preparation, but he is also quick to point
out that the team is playing the toughest
schedule in the school's history, especially with Central and Western Michigan
added this year.
The latest NCAA Division II basketball
statistics list Peterman No. 10 in scoring
with a 24.8 average. He has scored 20 or
more points in 14 of his last 15 games
and 19 points in the other. Bruinsma is
listed in two categories. He is No. 16 in
rebounding with a 12.3 average and seven

in field goal percentage with a .624 mark.
Grand Valley is listed No. 12 in team offense with an 86.2 points per game average.
The team added another first to the record books when they won two tourna·ments over the holiday break, the Spring
Arbor Classic and Marshall Optimist
Tournament.

Ask the Lawyers. A panel of West
Michigan lawyers answer questions phoned
in by area viewers during the program.
Host Jim Gaver. Monday, January 17, 7
p.m.
The People's Business.

The Grand
Rapids area Junior Achievement will present a program explaining their " learning
by doing" approach to the business world.
Tuesday, January 18, 7 p.m.

Energy: It's Your Decision. Program
II in this new local public affairs series
will portray an executive committee meeting of the hypothetical Lake Michigan
Power Company. Topic of the meeting
will be fuel selection for a proposed
power plant. The roles will be played by
Consumers Power executives. Tuesday,
January 18, 8 p.m.
Elliott's World. Jerry Elliott hosts this
program featuring Grand Rapids Junior
College's improvisational theatre group.
Thursday, January 20, 8 p.m. Repeats
Sunday, January 23 at 10 p.m.

Thinking of Holland. Topic of this
week's program is Limburg , the Netherland's most southern province. Saturday ,
January 22, 7 p.m.

NA.IA District No. 23
Basketball Ratings

National Geographic Special. "The
Grand Valley State
Lake ·superior State
Ferris State
Spring Arbor
Saginaw Valley
Aquinas College
Hillsdale College
John Wesley
Shaw College
Sienna Heights
Detroit Tech.

53.2
44.9
39.9
38.9
38.1
32.5
32.3
31.8
26.7
23.1
11.3

Voyage of Hokule'a." Re-enactment of a
3,000 mile voyage in a huge doublehulled canoe from Hawaii to Tahiti. Saturday, January 22, 9 p.m. Repeats Sunday, January 23, at 2 p.m.

Evening at Symphony. The Boston
Symphony Orchestra plays Haydn's Symphony No. 55 and Beethoven's Seventh
Symphony under the baton of its former
music director, William Steinberg.

Students'Washed'Out
Of Robinson House
One soggy mess. That's what the first
and second floors of Robinson House
turned into after four heating pipes burst
during the holiday vacation. Hot water
and steam filled sections of the two floors
and wreaked havoc on student rooms.
College maintenance staff hurried to
straighten things out. Carpets were water
"vacked," student electronic equipment
such as stereos and TV's were gathered,
tested, and repaired if needed, locks were
changed on all waterlogged rooms , to prevent electrocution, and quarters were distributed to students enabling them to dry
'"eir soggy clothing at college expense.
Mary Weertz, second ·floor resident assistant in Robinson House, said she and
the other people on her floor were pretty
upset by the wash-out. She claimed that

the worst part of the whole ordeal was
that the dorm rooms affected by the
flood were without heat for over a week.
Sue Osborn, also of second floor Robinson, said that the musty smell in her
wing of the hall was very bad. Air sprays
distributed by the plant department did
little to cover up the odor of the watersoaked carpeting.
Both girls tempered their remarks,
however, by saying that the college maintenance people were very helpful in setting things right.
Jackie Scott, housing director, feels
that the cleanup is going well and commends the students for their self-control
in the face of great physical and psychic
stress.

Sketches
Faite R-P Mack, of the Graduate
School of Education, has been elected to
serve on the Executive Committee of the
Association for Urban Education . The
Association serves as the leading national
organization for educators and other concerned citizens on matters of urban educational policy and practice.
Quentin L. Hartwig, director of the
School of Health Sciences, has . been
named to the Community Health Planning Section of West Michigan Health
Systems Agency. The Community Health
Planning Section will be a major factor in
the Health Systems Agency's planning
activities, addressing issues of public
health, environmental health , substance
abuse, and voluntary health organization
programs.
A. Dale Allen, of the Seidman Graduate College of Business, presented a paper
entitled "Labor Arbitration: Procedure,
Attitudes, and Decision-Making Criteria"
at the recent Southern Academy of Management meetings in Atlanta. Allen also
was the author of an arbitration case appearing in American Arbitration Association, Summary of Labor Arbitration
Awards, 212 AAA 1, 1976.

Takeshi Takahara, of the CAS art department, has been invited to show his
works at the National Invitational Drawing Exhibition at Emporia Kansas State
College and the Seventh National Print
and Drawing Competitive Exhibition at
Minot State College in North Dakota. The
exhibitions will be held in February and
March, 1977 .

Walter Foote, of CAS's English department, presented a paper entitled"Literature in Translation in the Freshman
English Course" at the Annual Convention of the Modern Language Association
of America in New York last month. The
paper was based on a project participated
in by Foote's English 102 classes during
the fall term.

John S. Edison, director of develop·
ment, was elected president of the Association of Southern Michigan Road Commissions at the SMRC meeting held in
Grand Rapids on December 14. Edison is
a member of the Kent County Road
Commission. He and his new responsibilities were featured in the December 16
issue of Roads and Construction: News
of the Michigan Construction Industry
magazine.

Anthony Travis, of CAS's history department, has been notified that his paper , "Sophonisba Breckinridge and the
Origins of the Welfare State in America,
1890-1940," has been accepted by the
Missouri Valley History Conference. He
will present it on March 10, 1977.

Donald Thomas' spring sports brochure has won third place honors in the
National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics-Sports Information Directors
Association competition.

Dave Hayward, food service manager
at the Commons, is leaving Grand Valley
to take a job as food service director for
Saga at St. Ambrose College in Davenport, Iowa. Taking his place is Dennis
Glapa, who has been with Saga for two
years, f'rrst at Marquette University in Milwaukee as manager trainee and manager
and then as food service director at St.
Charles Boys' Academy in Milwaukee. He
is married and lives in Ramblewood Apartments.

What's Happening?
Monday, January 17
8:15 p.m.: Mini-concert/jazz workshop. Louis Armstrong Theatre, Calder Fine Arts
Center. Sponsored by Jazz Workshop.

Wednesday, January 19
4 and 8 p.m.: Films-"Chris·and Bernie," a documentary of two women who face
life and parenthood without mates, and "Union Maids," a documentary of the
role of women in the American labor movement of the thirties. Sponsored by
Grand Valley Feminists. Room 132, Lake Huron Hall.

Thursday, January 20
12 noon: Sociology and Religion, a faculty/staff discussion. Sponsored by Campus
Ministry. Campus Center South Conference Room.

Marilyn J. Chambers, program director of the Grand Rapids Center, has accepted a position on the executive board
of the Michigan Association for Women
Deans, Administrators, and Counselors.

Robinson House is back -to normal after suffering extensive water damage during the
holiday break.

Monday , January 24, to Sunday, January 30

Job Openings

Winter Fest, a week of winter activities. Sponsored by the housing office and the
recreation and athletic departments. Campus-wide.

Executive, Administrative, and Professional: Director of New Studen t
Programs, Student Development Office. M.A. in communications and/or
student personnel administrative experience required. Doctorate and previous higher education experience preferred ; Available February 1, 1977.
Send resume to Tyrus Wessell, Student
Development Office.
Director of Counseling, Counseling Office. Earned doctorate and administrative experience required. Eligibility for
state licensing preferred. Available
February 1, 1977. Send resume to
Tyrus Wessell, Student Development
Office.

Clerical,

Technical,

and

Office:

Secretary I. Bookstore. $123-$176.
Available immediately.

Grand Valley is an equal opportunity employer.

Exhibitions
Tuesday, January 4, to Friday, January 21
8: 30 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays: "Acquisitions" a display of art works collected by
members of the CAS faculty. Campus Center Art Gallery.

With the Lakers
Monday, January 17
5 :30 p.m.: Women's basketball. At Grand Valley with Lake Superior State College.
7: 30 p.m.: Men's basketball. At Grand Valley with Lake Superior State College.

Saturday, January 22
10 a.m.: Wrestling. GVSC at Oakland University, with Northern Michigan University.
12 noon: Track. GVSC at University of Michigan - U of M relays.
2 p.m.: Men's basketball. GVSC at Oakland University.
5:30 p.m. : Women's basketball. GVSC at Oakland University.

